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MANDATED at HIGHEST POLITICAL LEVEL

Continued Support at Space Summit 2022
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Space Summit 2023

Green & sustainable 
future

Autonomous/guaranteed 
access to space

Human exploration 
beyond LEO
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Driving space for a green future
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Driving space for a green future
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Concretely
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Concretely (cont’d)
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EC and ESA joint initiative 
on Space for Climate 
Action 
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Signed 26 October 2023 
and published on 6 
November on the occasion 
of the Space Summit
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Objectives
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Objectives: advancing climate science
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Objectives: climate policy implementation
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Objectives: accelerating green innovation
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SPACE FOR A GREEN FUTURE

Space bends the Curve
• Co-governed & independent non-profit partnership of Green Transition actors 
• Engaging governments, businesses, multilateral institutions, civil society groups, end users and citizens
• Developing practical space-based solutions supporting Carbon Neutrality and greening of society by 2050. 
• Partnering with stakeholders and users, aggregating the priorities of Green Transition sectors and seed 

solutions that address real needs. 
• Accelerating the use of space by mobilizing resources and scaling solutions to full sectorial and global 

levels.
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DRIVEN by the GREEN TRANSITION
leveraging 50 years of public and 
private investment in space
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POTENTIAL of SPACE for the GREEN TRANSITION

Space plays a 
significant role 

Still far below 
strategic and 

societal potential
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A BOLD VISION

Action for impact towards 2030 (e.g. fit for ’55)
and 2050 (global net-zero)

Developing upstream
technologies and

downstream services

Upscaling through 
partnerships

Benefiting billions
of users via multiple
operational systems

Achieving net-zero
carbon emissions

2050203020242023
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OPEN COLLABORATIVE FRAMEWORK

superlight
flexible

effective Co-
governedIndependent

Mission- and 
user-driven

Non-profit

efficient
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In a flexible, efficient and effective framework, providing opportunities for green transition 
actors, sectors and space

to cooperate and develop new solutions fit for the Green Transition

PATHFINDER
Identify priorities and 

opportunities

SEED
Develop & demonstrate 

new solutions

SCALE
Create impact

INFORM STRATEGY      |     FOSTER SYNERGY

CONCEPT OF ACTION
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WHAT NEXT?

“Saving the climate 
is our generational 
task. It must unite 
& encourage us.” 

We have a moral imperative to leverage 
50+ years of public funding and private 
investment in space to address the 
greatest challenge of humanity. 

We have an obligation to 
ACT NOW

Ursula von der 
Leyen

“We are on a 
highway to climate 
hell with our foot 
on the accelerator”

António 
Guterres
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q Space Summit 2023 set new priorities for European space 
endeavour (green and sustainable future, launchers, 
exploration)

q Policy based Green Deal and general geopolitical context 
(triple crisis related à green/digital solutions) will strongly 
drive EO programme strategy and content

q Accelerators established as a new means to leverage on 
decades of public investments through scaling and 
multiplication by non-space public and private actors

Take-home messages
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q ESA aims to realise the full potential of space solutions for 
society

q Earth Observation (EO) à Earth Action (EA)
q EOP programme structure likely to change à simplification

(major activity for ESA in 2024)
q Goal: embed all EO/EA activities in a single strategic 

framework – written in a plain language 
q Fostering a green & circular economy through meaningful 

commercialisation stimuli and investment

Take-home messages    (cont’d)
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EARTH ACTION FOR GOOD

#SpaceAmbition

www.esa.int


